









MEN OF ACTION... 


who displayed cool courage in the heat of battle 


pe cai en FREDERICK TOPHAM, of the Ist Canadian Parachute Battalion, was 
awarded the Victoria Cross for two outstanding acts of bravery on the 24th 
March, 1945. At 11.00 hours that morning Topham heard the cries of a man who lay 
wounded in an exposed position. Although aware that two men had already been 
killed attempting to rescue the wounded soldier, Topham immediately went out and, 





although severely wounded in the face, brought him to safety. Later that same day, 
a carrier received a direct hit from enemy mortar fire, badly wounding its three 
occupants. The vehicle’s own ammunition was exploding and German mortar bombs 
still rained down about him, but Corporal Topham fearlessly went to their aid and 
succeeded in rescuing all three men. 
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THe TRAVELLED A Le bed TOA’ AVENGE A END — 

44 BUT, ONLY WHEN IT WAS TOO TO TURN BACK, DD THEY ? 
ritendle R THAT NOT EVEN IN HEIR WILDEST NIGHTMARES HAD 

i THEY ENCOUNTERED A MENACE SO FEARFUL AS THAT 
> WAITING THEM ~ ON THE TOP OF MIDAS MOUNT. AINE 





THE STORY BEGAN IN MIST-ENSHROUDED LONDON. THE STUMBLING FOOTSTEPS, THE HEAVING GASPS OF 
TORTURED BREATH, WERE UNMISTAKABLY THOSE OF A MAN IN DESPERATE FEAR FOR HIS LIFE... 




















feet 
; CAN'T SEE 
HIM. BUT... HE... 
HE'S THERE... [ 
KNOW HE 1S! HE’S. 
STILL... AFTER 
ME soe 








BOFFIN! 
WHAT [S IT? 
BOFFIN, {T'S HE... 
DUNCAN! 


q DUNCAN! 
THANK HEAVENS! 
DUNCAN... SAVE MEE: 
ey «SAVE ME FROM HIME 
HE'S TRYING TO 
KILL HE... 


ANYONE WANT TO 
KILL YOU? 
HE TRIED 
TO MAKE ME GO 


WHEN I REFUSED HE... 
LOOK OUT! BEHIND 
YOUL 





q BUT IN THE SPLIT-SECOND BEFORE 
THE STUNNING BLOW LANDED, HE SAW 
A FACE HE WAS NEVER TO FORGET... 


THEN THE RAILINGS 
ABOVE A RAILWAY 
CUTTING BROUGHT THE 
FUGITIVE TO A STOP... 


NOI NO 
PLEASE... f 20. I'VE 


DON'T... PLEASE 
DON'Teee 








. ee 
BUT THERE WAS NO MERCY FOR THE Levan FUGITIVE, oo 
THE DEADLY “PHUTT” OF THE KILLER'S GUN WA Fe 

DROWNED nu THE ROAR OF THE APPROACHING p EXPRESS 33 


BOFFIN. os 
ta PMSORRYE 
I FAILED YOU! BUT 
MLL GET HIM,BOFFINI 
SOMEHOW, WE... BARNEY 
ANDI... WE'LL 


FIND HIM... 


as) aan ) a “Tn C , 
TI NOW gi 
maT Oe A \ORAUAO V x) Wa) 





8 


UNLIKE HIS BARREL-CHESTED CO- 
CHAIRMAN, EDGAR FISKE DID NOT 
INTEND TO FORGET HE WAS A 

BIG BUSINESSMAN. 


‘THERE YOU ARE, 
JOE BOY! LISTEN TO 
THAT ENGINE PURRING LIKE 
SOME OVERGROWN PUSSYCAT! THAT'S 
THE WAY IT SHOULD BE! 


AND HERE YOU ARE... 
MESSING ABOUT WITH 
FILTHY ENGINES. MAY 
REMIND YOU THAT YOU 
ARE NO LONGER A 
COMMON OR GARDEN 
DRIVER! 





BUT BEFORE BARNEY COULD FOLLOW HIS OUTRAGED PARTNER... - 


BARNEY! 
UVE JUST SEEN 
BOFFIN... SEEN HIM 
MURDERED! 


SSS 


| 


f WHY SHOULD 
ANYONE WANT TO 
KILL BOFFIN? 





YOU BET WE WILL A HAMBONE.SIZED, OILY PAW HEFTED EDGAR 
HAC! WHERE: !$ THE FISKE ON TO HIS TIP-TOES... 
ica 


MURDERING SWINE? 7) 


RIGHT NOW, THERE’S 
NOTHING MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN THIS! BOFFIN PEELS 
SAVED BOTH OUR LIVES... 

ME AND HAC'Ss 60 


HAVE IMPORTANT 
WORK TO-DO 
HERE.3. 


EVEN AS HE SPOKE, BARNEY SAWYER 


oe ON THAT 
COULD SEE AGAIN THAT SUN-SCORCHED, DAY WE'D BEEN TOLD y 
SHELLsSPATTERED HILLTOP IN KOREA... f TOHOLD HILL TWENTY-SIX. 
AND WE DID HOLD IT... 
AGAINST A WHOLE REGIMENT 
OF CHINESE} UNTIL ONLY MAC, 
. ME AND BOFFIN WERE 
LEFT ALIVE! 





.. WE COULD HEAR THE CHINESE YELLING AND BLOWING 
BUGLES.., GETTING UP A HATE FOR THE FINAL ATTACK 
ON OUR HILL. AND IT WAS THEN THAT BOFFIN 
PULLED THIS LITTLE GIZMO OUT OF HIS POCKET...?” 


THIS 1S ITT 
ONLY A DOZEN OR SO 
ROUNDS LEFT BETWEEN US! 
COMMAND'S JUST ABOUT TO 
LOSE THIS HILL... 
AND US! 


ee 
y L-4 UVE JUST 
(7 THOUGHT OF SOMETHING, 
: LIEUTENANT! THAT’S AN 
UNEXPLODED H.E, SHELL 
\ OUT THERE! AND WHILE 
=<) WAS ON LEAVE | THOUGHT 


fi 
Roo OUT THIS TIMING 
=> DEVICE... 


‘.4. THEN, EVEN THOUGH 
. THE BULLETS WERE 
A FLYING THICK AND FAST, 
BOFFIN JUST TOOK OFF...” 


BOFFIN! 
COME BACK 



















WE BOTH THOUGHT HE HAD GONE STARK, STARING NUTS — BUT NOT 
BOFFIN, THAT INVENTIVE MIND OF HIS HAD BEEN WORKING OVERTIME..." 















Tm GOING 
TO BRING HIM 
BACK BEFORE HE 
GETS HIMSELF 
KILLED! 









NO, 
LIEUTENANT! 
STAY THERE! I'M 
ALMOST FINISHED 


#,.. THE ENEMY HAD BEGUN THEIR ATTACK WHEN BOFFIN START! 
BACK AND THE BULLETS WERE HUMMING THICKER THAN EVER. 


LITTLE DEVICE 
WORKS, LIEUTENANT, 
WE CAN... 
UUUHHH! 





**,4. DON’T ASK ME HOW HE GOT AWAY WITH IT, BUT BOFFIN WAS ONLY SCRATCHED BY THAT BULLET. 
THEN, AS WE ALL TOOK-OFF UP THE HILL..." : 


THERE ~ IT DID 
WORK! YOU SEE MY 
DEVICE CONTAINED A MAGNETIC 
PULL... WHICH PRODUCED A _/. 
FRICTION INSIDE... 


BOFFIN, 
ME AND HAC 
WILL NEVER 
FORGET WHAT 

YOU DID! 


YOU SAVED 
OUR LIVES, BOFFIN. 
FROM NOW ON, WE'RE 
GOING TO LOOK AFTER 





BARNEY CAME TO THE END OF THE TALE FROM THE PAST. 


HOLD ON, 
BARNEY! WE'RE 
BOTH OF US BEHAVING 
LIKE HOTHEADS! 
THE MAN WHO KILLED BOFFIN 
GOT AWAY. WE DON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHERE TO START , 
LOOKING FOR HIM. 


YOU'RE 
: RIGHT! APART 
FROM KNOWING WHAT HE 
LOOKS LIKE, MAC... 


r\. HAVEN'T YOU ANY 
aX OTHER CLUE? ‘a 


SO NOW YOU KNOW WHY 
MAC AND ME ARE GOING AFTER 
THE RAT WHO KILLED BOFFIN. 
AND ALL THE PAPERWORK IN THE 
WORLD WON'T STOP MEI 


NOTHING! 
EXCEPT... BOFFIN 
DID SAY SOMETHING 
ABOUT BEING TAKEN TO... 
WHAT WAS THE PLACE? 7 
ooo GELSTARDT. 


THAT'S (TI 17... BUTT 


TELL YOU WHO 
AIGHT KNOW! THE 
| ~ REPORTER ON 
‘THE LOCAL DAILY 
HE DID A STORY 
ABOUT BOFFIN 
RECENTLY... 





THE NAME 
GELSTARDT MEAN 
ANYTHING TO 


YES, I'VE HEARD 
OF GELSTARDT! NEVER 
BEEN THERE, DON’T KNOW 
ANYBODY WHO HAS! 
IT’S A PRIVATE TOWN 
SOMEWHERE IN THE 
AUSTRIAN ALPS. 2+ 


APRIVATE 
TOWN? WHO OWNS 
IT THEN? 


NICE, QUIET LITTLE BLOKE! BUT HOW HE 
MADE A LIVING FROM THOSE EXPERIMENTS 
OF HIS PLL NEVER KNOW! TOLD ME HE WAS 
ON THE VERGE OF A BIG DISCOVERY... 
SOMETHING TO DO WITH MOLECULES! GAVE 
ME A LOT OF SCIENTIFIC JARGON WHICH 1 


THE REPORTER DUG A SHEAF OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM A FILING CABINET.+. 


count DORADO, THAT'S WHO! SOME SAY HE'S 


ONE OF THE RICHEST MEN IN THE WORLD, | 
BUT NO-ONE KNOWS MUCH ABOUT HIM, LIVES 
ON TOP OF A MAN-MADE MOUNTAIN RIGHT 
ALONGSIDE THIS TOWN OF HIS. 


HAVE 
YOU GOT A 
PICTURE 
OF THIS 
GELSTARDT 
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THERE 
IT Is! 
THERE'S A 


BUNCH OF PEOPLE 
ON IT - COUNT 
DORADO’S AMONGST 
THEM. HERE, 
TAKE A CLOSER 
LOOK WITH THIS 
, MAGNIFYING 

GLASS. 


SEE THE 
MAIN HIGHWAY 
GOES RIGHT THROUGH IT. 
BUT YOU SAY NO- 
ONE CAN STOP 
THERE? 


beg 6 9 
Y Ys te LZ laid 


WY lp LIL : 


THE PLACE IS SWARMING 
ITH THE COUNT'S GUARDS ~ AND 
THEY'RE ARMED, TOOL 


BARNEY! 


(T'S HIKE é 
THE MAN ca 
WITH THE 

SCARI 





DOES IT,. 


THENI HAC, FS 


| GELSTARDT, 
HERE WE 
COE! + 


ARE YOU THO 
NUTS? YOU CAN'T 
GOTO GELSTARDT! IT’S 


CRAWLING WITH 
ARMED GUARDS! DARN 
IT,.1T COULD BE 
DANGEROUS! 


THERE HE 
IS! STANDING JUST. 
BEHIND THIS DORADO 
CHARACTER! 


POINT THOUGH, BARNEY. 
IF WE'RE GOING TO FIND 
h SCARFACE, WE’LL HAVE TO 
STOP AT GELSTARDT. BUT 
THE GUARDS WON'T 
ALLOW IT! 


MAC, | MAY 
NOT BE AGREAT 
BRAIN OR AN OFFICER 
AND A GENTLEMAN 
LIKE YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO BE. 
BUT I KNOW ALOT 
ABOUT TRUCKS... 
AND WHAT CAN 
BE DONE WITH 





_ : WE ARE GOING TO : 
a a =_~/ BORROW ONE OF HY BIGGEST - 
y DIESELS. AND YOU ARE GOING 
TO BECOME A TRUCK DRIVER... 


JUST LIKE MES 


BARNEY BOY, 1 DO 
BELIEVE i GET YOUR MEANING ! 
‘TO THINK | ALWAYS HAD YOU TAPED 
AS A MUSCLE-BOUND OX! JUST 
SHOWS YOU CAN’T JUDGE A MAN 
BY HIS LOOKS | 


EDGAR FISKE DID NOT 
SHARE McKABE’S ENTHUSIASM 


ee, 


YOu 
COMMANDEER 
QUR LATEST TRUCK... 
THEN TELL ME YOU'RE 
TAKING AWEEK OFF! 7 NOT INSANE! 
HAVE YOU GONE JUST HOPPING MAD YY 


VNSANE ? ABOUT SOME 
JOKER WE'RE GOING Leo 


TO SETTLE 
ASCORE @ 
‘aTHI { 
Tmt 





AS THE GIANT TRUCK ROLLED AWAY FROM THE DEPO 


BUT ALL 
. THOSE LETTERS 
AND CONTRACTS... 
BUSINESS CONFERENCES. 
WHAT'S GOING TO 
HAPPEN TO 
THEM? 


SIGN "EM 
OR SCRAP ‘EH, 
EDGARI I'VE JUST 
DEMOTED MYSELF DOWN FROM 
CO-CHAIRMAN TO TRUCK- 
PILOT! AND | HAVEN'T 
FELT SO GQOD IN 
YEARS! 


MEKABE WAS SILENT UNTIL THEY HAD CLEARED THE REPLY TO DUNCAN HcKABE'S NEXT QUESTION 


THE CITY, THEN. «+ WAS UTTERLY TYPICAL OF EX-SERGEANT 


BARNEY SAWYER... 

MAYBE YOU AH, DON'T 

SHOULD THINK KEEP REHINDING "SERIOUSLY, THOUGH, 
TWICE ABOUT THIS, ME, MAC 1 WAS YOU'VE GOT MUCH HORE TO 
BARNEY, I'M JUST A JUST STARTING LOSE, BARNEY. AND HAVE YOU ALSO 

bap eid SOLDIER TO RELAX! CONSIDERED cw a ALSO 

N LEAVE. BUT. WEAN... YOUR LIFE? 
YOU... YOU'RE ABIG AS Co 
‘FREIGHT-COMPANY = 


YOU TRYING 
TO SCARE ME, 
MAC? BUT WHO 
WANTS TO LIVE 
FOREVER? 
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TWO DAYS LATER, MCKABE AND SAWYER WERE SCANNING THE GLORIOUS 
AUSTRIAN ALPS... BUT NOT WITH AN EYE FOR THE LANDSCAPE. 


TO THE MAP WE 
SHOULD SEE IT FROM FIRST FIFTY 
HERE! AND JUST THOUSAND MILES ARE 
THE WORST, 


END TELLS HE.PLL HAC! 
NEVER-HAKE A LONG- 
DISTANCE TRUCK- SS 
DRIVER! __. ; 


THERE WAS NO MISTAKING THE GRIM 
LET ME SEE! SERIOUSNESS OF THE UNIFORMED MEN WHO 
eLsTaanit eee! ALHAYS LiKE: Poe | PATROLLED THE HIGHWAY THROUGH COUNT 
5 
couptsie air FA GoD LOOK Ar. DORADO'S PRIVATE TOWN... 
COUNT DORADO’S TO CLOBBER! 
GUARDS! _/° 





THE LIGHT OF BATTLE WAS IN 
BARNEY'S EYE AS HE LOWERED 
THE FIELD-GLASSES.., 


St q \ 
e Ke f ) \ fs LOOKING BUNCH, 
[ 7 V gop 7 


AREN'T THEY? 


4 


« 


WHAT 1'M 
GOING TO DO Y 
WON'T CHEER THEM UP 
ANY, MAC, FIRST 
LET'S DO SOME 
ADJUSTING TO THAT 
SIGNPOST! 


OUR STORY’S GOING TO 
BE THAT WE TOOK THE WRONG 
TURNING. NOT OUR FAULT IF SOME 
PRACTICAL JOKERS TURNED THE 
SIGNS AROUND, IS (T? 





HERE WE 
GO! ALL WE 
HAVE TO DO NOW 
1S CONVINCE DO YOU MEAN 


-\ THEM THAT OUR THEY HAVEN'T? 


BRAKES HAVE . 
FAILED THAT'S A RELIEF! 


NOW [ JUST WANT 
YOU TO CONVINCE ME 


THIS SPEED! 





THE BIG MAN SPOTTED AN OBVIOUSLY EMPTY HOUSE... AND WITH SPLIT 
-SECOND TIMING WRENCHED THE WHEEL AND STABBED THE BRAKES... 
NBS ROS : 


‘ss —_ 
SUST WHAT 


THE DOCTOR bee 
ORDERED! BA 





ALL MY 
TRUCKS HAVE. 

A SECRET BUILT-IN 
ANTI-THEFT DEVICE. NO 
HECHANIC IS GOING-TO GET 
THIS TRUCK GOING AGAIN, 

se6 NOT UNTIL 
WE WANT IT 
70 GO! 


HAPPY TO STAY 
STOPPED! 


LISTEN} 
{T'S NO GOOD... 
THE ENGINE WON'T 
START 


A 


WELL, YOU 
CANNOT STAY 
HERE IN 
GELSTARDTI / 


‘JO STOP US STAYING, 
MISTER! THERE'S A . 
VALUABLE CARGO IN THERE. | 9 
AND {'* RESPONSIBLE 
FOR IT! ME AND MY MATE 


TRUCK OUT OF OUR . 
SIGHT, SEE? 4 





1M NOT LOSING 
MY JOB! SHOW ME A 
PHONE AND I'LL. CALL UP 
MY COMPANY (IN ENGLAND. |e 
THEY'LL FLY OUT A SPARE 


PART TO GET THAT 
TRUCK GOING AGAIN. BUT 


..o tHust ANY 
J speAK TO THE)’ \ 
| < ih 
\ 


THE GUARD LISTENED NERVOUSLY TO THE COLD VOICE ON THE OTHER 
END OF THE LINE, THEN HURRIEDLY RAN BACK INTO THE STREET. 
YOU DON'T FRIGHTEN gf PUT AWAY 
US WITH THOSE GUNS! WE'RE YOUR GUNS! 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COUNT DORADO IS 
VALUABLE FREIGHT IN THIS 
TRUCK... SO WE'RE 
SNOT LEAVING! 
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THE TWO AVENGERS NOTICED FOR THE FIRST TIME THE 
ASTONISHING CONSTRUCTION CALLED MIDAS MOUNTAIN... 


THE HOME OF 
‘ERE THE WORLD'S RICHEST 

COMES THE COUNT pei 
Now! FORTRESS! 














THE MAN FROM MIDAS MOUNTAIN LISTENED IN SILENCE 
TO WHAT BARNEY SAWYER AND DUNCAN MCKABE 
} HAD TO SAY. THEN oe 


a VERY WELL. ey WORRY, 
YOU MAY TELEPHONE e UNTI WE WANT |e 
ENGLAND AND NY HEN WILL. \ TO BE ON OUR WAY JUST 


FIND YOU LODGINGS FOR _\ AS MUCH AS YOU WANT 
US TO BE! 


THE NIGHT! 1 WILL GIVE YOUR 
COMPANY UNTIL NOON 
TOMORROW TO GET THIS 
VEHICLE OUT OF 
GELSTARDT. 





BEFORE COUNT DORADO RE-ENTERED 
tits LIMOUSINE.» oO 


an 
net 


“| 
WE DARE. NOT sk 
ANY TROUBLE! BUT THEY 


MUST BE KEPT UNDER GUARD EVERY 
MINUTE THEY ARE HERE! 1 AM 
4 STILL NOT ENTIRELY SATISFIED THAT 
THEY ARE WHAT- THEY SAY 
THEY ARE...1 


ai 





‘| THEN, AS THE COUNT DROVE AWAY, McKABE FELT HIS BLOOD TURN COLD. 


IT’S HIM! 
SCARFACE | 
THE MAN 
WHO MURDERED 
BOFFIN! 





NIGHT FELL, ATOP THE CONCRETE MOUNTAIN, SEARCHLIGHTS BLAZED DOWN THE LENGTH OF THE ONE 
ROAD LEADING TO COUNT DORADO'S FORTRESS PALACE. BUT IN HIS PRIVATE TOWN THE SHADOWS WERE 


DARK, TENSE AND WATCHFUL... —— 


CAN'T 
SEE ANYONE 
ELSE IN THE 
STREETS, MAC. JUST 
THOSE TWO CHARACTERS} eceuuuumy emma 
OVER THERE WHO [ee Ae dade a 
THINK WE HAVEN'T 


WECANT 
AFFORD TO WAIT - 
A ANY LONGER, 
BARNEY. 





McKABE STROLLED DOWN TO THE STREET DOOR... 


OKAY, 
BARNEY. PHASE 
TWO OF THE 
OPERATION, 
EH? 





MUSTN'T 
GET THE POOR 
dA LADS INTO TROUBLE 


Uf A WE'LL TAKE 'ER 
Z RIGHT BACK 3 


DID You 
REMEMBER TO 


THESE COVES ARE 
JUST AMATEURS, HAC. 
THIS 1S GOING TO 
BE TOO EASY | 





THEY CREPT OUT OF THE SILENT TOWN WITHOUT 
| SEEING ANYONE, THEN MADE FOR THE MAN-MADE 


MOUNTAIN THAT LOOMED HIGH IN THE NIGHT 
SKY ABOVE GELSTARDT. 


ABOUT THE 
WIRE CABLE AND 
THE FOLDING 
GRAPPLE 


STILL UNSEEN, THEY REACHED THE FOOT 
OF A SHEER CONCRETE WALI 


se 


AND GRAPPLE 
__ HOOK. NO SELF. 
RESPECTING TRUCKMAN 
IS WITHOUT 


THE CONCRETE'S 
WORN AND CRACKED 
HERE AND THERE [ IT'S 
NOT GOING TO BE < 
AS DIFFICULT AS S\N 
I THOUGHT. 





LOOK AT THAT 
MAC, | STILL SAY THIS 1S 
TOO EASY} 


BUT J 
KNOW WHAT BARNEY 
MEANS J WHEN THINGS 
GO TOO SMOOTHLY, YOU 
WONDER HOW KUCH LONGER 
YOUR LUCK IS GOING 
TOLAST! 





AN 


EMPTY $ 
AND THEY ; 
SAID THEY WERE 2 
CARRYING A CARGO = 
OF MUCH 
VALUE I og 
time < 
THAT IS 
WHY THEY INSISTED 
UPON STAYING ! LET 
US SEE WHAT THE 


ENGLISHMEN HAVE TO 
SAY NOW! 


Al Ss 


. 


OF COURSE, BE 
PUNISHED FOR 
YOUR INEFFICIENCY ! 
BUT AS FOR THE 
ENGLISHMEN ... THERE 
IS NO CAUSE FOR 
GREAT ALARM, 

WE HAVE BEEN 
EXPECTING 


THE FRANTIC TELEPHONE CALL WAS RECEIVED 
WITH ICY CALM... a = 


i 
' 





|/... WHY ELSE DO YOU THINK THE COUNT ALLOWED | 
ane THEN TO STAY ? WE WANTED TO FIND OUT WHAT 
THEY WOULD DO... WHY THEY CAME HERE} WE 


KARK ... HOW COULD 
YOU HAVE ARE ALL PREPARED ooo To DEAL WITH THEN 1 


GUESSED ? 


ECAUSE 
ALL OF US 
ARE NOT FOOLS ! 
ALSO, BECAUSE ONE 
OF THEM WAS 
RECOGNISED ovo 


cKABE AND BARNEY SAWYER CLUNG PERILOUSLY TO TINY FINGERHOLDS ... TWICE MORE, THEY 


FLUNG THE GRAPPLING HOOK, UNTIL AT LAST, THEY REACHED THE TOP 


eo = 
=f THAT FEELING 
1 KEPT GETTING, 
MAC? ABOUT 


WRONG ? WELL, 


PVE STILL 
GOT ITE 


sus. A BORN : Ny! wi, 

eu —— Aa 

: $0 AM II q id i) 

Oo, \" 
yy 


€ 





THEIR ENGINES 
HUAMING {| AND 


bh 


AS IF IN ANSWER, A STREAM OF VAPOUR SHOT OUT THE TWO FRIENDS DIVED INTO THE TEMPORARY 
FROM ONE-OF THE MACHINES SHELTER OF ACORNER... gage 
ay N 7 = 


PHEW § MY HEAD'S 
REELING « MAC, THAT WAS SOME 


BARNEY! 
THIS WAY I 


E'VEGOT TODO PF 


SOMETHING ... ] 
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GAUGING HIS MOMENT, McKABE THREW THE GRAPPLE HOOK 
| {4 7 £55 3 


HOOKED ONE 
BARNEY, GRAB 
THE WIRE... AND 
PULL LIKE 


BARNEY SAWYER’S ENORMOUS STRENGTH TIPPED THE SCALES 


BUT THERE'S \ . 
MORE ON THE WAY | \S 
CONE ON} LETS 
TRY TO MAKE IT 
‘TO THE PALACE 
DOORWAY I 





MAKE IT THEY DID... JUST... 
AND | THOUGHT 


WE HAD At LEAST THE § 
ELEMENT OF SURPRISE 4 
ON OUR SIDE! UA 


THE COUNT 
HAD THIS MECHANISED 
RECEPTION COMMITTEE 


READY AND HERG ( \| | ~ gh we / 


(ie 


BARNEY ! 
DUCK ... THERE'S 
ANOTHER ... 





COUNT DORADO AND THE MAN CALLED COLONEL KARK WATCHED 
ADERS CRUMPLE TO THE'FLOOR... za «| 


\~ RATULATE S <i 2 
YOU, COLONEL. THOSE q ae 
MACHINES WERE Ks] | 
ey PERFECTLY = 5 } ea 
MONITORED | ] < - 
zp v 
Qui Z| 


DRAG THEM 
INSIDE | FASTEN 
; THEM TO THE 
ELECTROPLATES | 


c 


GUUUHHH I THAT 
VAPOUR STUFF HAS ~ 
MORE KAYO-POWER 
THAN A RINGFUL OF 

HEAVYWEIGHTS ! 


TALKING 
5 OF HEAVIES, 
BARNEY ,.. WE'VE GOT 
TWO OF THEM FOR 
COMPANY RIGHT 





“BARNEY, MEET THE COLONEL KARK TRIED TO... ER... PERSUADE HIM 
Se eee oR. | TOCONE TO MIDAS MOUNTAIN, FOR 1 WISHED TO 
: FIND OUT JUST HOW MUCH HE KNEW, WHEN HE 
REFUSED, THE COLONEL WAS LEFT WITH NO 
OTHER CHOICE ... 


WHAT WE WANT 
STUMBLED ON TO FIND OUT 
NOW IS WHAT 


TO A SCIENTIFIC : 
DISCOVERY THAT BROUGHT YOU TO 
HAS ALREADY so GELSTARDT ? 


BEEN PERFECTED 
HERE ON MIDAS 
MOUNTAIN ... 


PEELS? AH 
YES 1 THAT WAS 
UNFORTUNATE, BUT 
QUITE NECESSARY | 
IN HIS AMATEURISH 
WAY HE HAD 


You | 
RISKED YOUR 


LIVES, JUST TO 


— 
I'LL TELL YOU WHO WE ARE, DORADO! FRIENDS AVENGE A FRIEND ? | 
HAD EXPECTED A 


OF BOFFIN PEELS, THAT'S WHO! AND WE 
CAME HERE TO DISH OUT THE SAME KIND : : BETTER STORY THAN 
OF TREATHENT TO HIS MURDERER! ; THAT 1 1 WANT THE 
3 TRUTH ! COLONEL ... SHOW 
THEM HOW I INTEND TO 
GET IT! 


eo 


Tweet ete qeuee 









































AGAIN McKABE AND BARNEY SAWYER 
BLACKED OUT... = 


ICY WATER JARRED THEM BACK TO THE fm 
PERILOUS PRESENT. cz > + 
epee a 
. 3 ~ THAT WAS JUST A 

MILD BEGINNING ! NOW YOU ARE 

TO EXPERIENCE THE TRUE MEANING 

OF PAIN! UNLESS, OF COURSE, 

YOU CHOOSE TO... 







GIVE THEM ANOTHER 
DOSE, COLONEL. AND STEP 
UP THE VOLTAGE ! 


PARDON, 
COUNT ! BUT 
A MESSAGE IS 

ABOUT TO COME 
THROUGH ON THE 
EAST-BAND 
RADIO! 





A LIGHT OF TRIUMPH BLAZED IN THE EYES 
OF THE MASTER OF MIDAS MOUNTAIN 


) ae 


YOU HEAR, KARK ? 

THE EAST-BAND 1 THEY MUST 
BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT MY 
TERMS { LET THESE TWO PONDER 
THEIR FATE FOR A WHILE... THIS 
IS MUCH MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN TWO HULE-HEADED 
ENGLISHMEN ! 


LMOST AS SOON AS MAC AND BARNEY WERE LEFT ALONE 
a ize 
REHEMBER THAT 
7 SAYING IN KOREA, BARNEY ? : 
‘IF YOU KNOW YOU'RE GOING TO ‘ ( REMEMBER 
DIE, WHY NOT TRY AND DO IT ime DNOTHER SAYING, MAC 1 \* 
LIKE AHERO ?" NOT AS J [ DEAD HEROES DON'T COUNT." 
EASY AS IT SOUNDS = y MEANING 1'D RATHER BE A LIVE 
SIT? . y ONE IF POSSIBLE ! IF I 
: : CAN... JUST... MOVE 
THIS ... THING | 





SWEAT BEADED THE BIG MAN'S BROW. McKABE THEN, AGONISING jf ssmn 
SAW HIS VEINS AND SINEWS STAND OUT MINUTES LATER ... 
= —— 
rs 


LIKE CORDS... mais, 


KEEP IT 4 ‘ 
UP, BARNEY ! IT B DONE IT! 1 
IS MOVING! A AN REACH THE 
é 4 BUCKLE ,.,! 





COME ON, 
SERGEANT SAWYER ! 
TAKE OFF | 





THE TWO ENGLISHMEN HIT WITH THE FORCE OF TWO BATTERING R 
a 


“AND THE GAS MASKS .. 
IN CASE THEY TURN 
ANY MORE OF THOSE 
VAPOUR MACHINES 


NICE TO 
BE BACK IN 
CIRCULATION AGAIN, 
ISN’T IT, SKIPPER ? 
WHICH REMI 
WHERE DO WE GO 
FROM HERE ? 





ieee = 

WHERE THEY DID GO PROVIDED THEM WITH A SIGHT Hin Se | = 
THAT HAD THEM GASPING WITH AWED ASTONISHMENT ... iT] Srna ae | | i 
y Ci ee) “ATT 

- “| thi rea 

ten Ray 


ry 


WN UE il] 


e 
e 
o 


A COMPUTER, 
BARNEY ! A KING.SIZED, 
OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD 
BRAIN-MACHINE {| THIS MUST 
HAVE COST MILLIONS 

TO BUILD | q 











NEITHER MAN NOTICED THEY PASSED A TINY WALL BUTTON 


WHAT 
WOULD ANYONE 
WANT WITH A 

GIZMO THIS 


DON’T YOU SEE, 
BARNEY ? DORADO TOLD 
US HE'D WORKED OUT SOME 
FANTASTIC SCIENTIFIC 
DISCOVERY. WHAT HE MEANT 
WAS ... HE DIDN'T ... 
BUT THIS COMPUTER 


1 KNOW 
WHAT YOU MEAN, 
‘ BARNEY ! WHATEVER Way 
hae en @ scientiric viscovery 
‘OF IT 1S THAT THIS 
MISSION OF OURS ! gota HASWORKED 


LIKE THE MAN 
. OUT FOR DORADO HUST 
SAID... IT’S BECOME BE SOMETHING 


\ BIGGER THAN US ! 
SOMEONE'S BIGGER EVEN THAN FANS! 
TRIGGERED OFF POOR OLD isin? 
THE COMPUTER ROOM BOFFIN GETTING 
HIDDEN EYE ! BS KILLED ! 


(CANNOT 
BREAK OFF THIS 
CALL NOW, SEE TO 
IT AT ONCE, 
COLONEL. 








THE ANSWER CAME IN THE HATED TI SOF THE MAN THEY HAD SWORN TO KILL... 


Y 


IT INVENTED 
DESTRUCTION, ENGLISHMEN | 
TOTAL DESTRUCTION ! NO! 

DO NOT MOVE ! 


THE GREATEST 
SCIENTISTS IN THIS 
FIELD WORKED ON 
THE PROJECT AIDED 
BY THIS, THE MOST 

ADVANCED COMPUTER 

WAN HAS EVER 

BUILT | 
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A FORCE 
RAY .,. THAT CAUSES 
THE COMPLETE DISRUPTION 
OF THE MOLECULAR 
STRUCTURE OF ANY 
OSJECT ! INSTANT 
DISINTEGRATION ! 


AND THIS 
WAS THE DISCOVERY 
YOUR LITTLE FRIEND... 
BY SHEER LUCK, WAS 
ABOUT TO STUMBLE 
UPON HIMSELF ! OF 
COURSE HE HAD 
TODIE...! 


IF 1 EVEN 
START TO TRY AND 
POINT MY GUN AT HIM, 
HE'LL SHOOT! BUT ¢ 


THERE IS ANOTHER 
TARGET..,! 
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WITHOUT MOVING HIS ARM, McKABE SQUEEZED TRIGGER . 












Saeed: 
ze ‘ - . AND 
re 5 THAT'S THE 
5 f 
A gine 3 COMPUTER 


% By" 
SS \ —- 








‘$s q ve NOL. .NOE 
AND BEFORE THE SCARRED KILLER COULD 
RECOVER HIS SHOCKED SENSES .. 





AND THAT'S 
JUST THE 
START ! 


REALISE WHAT 
YOU'VE . 
UUUUUHHH ! 





FISTS AGAINST FISTS, KILLER AND AVENGER BATTLED, — 
Renge et cine nor oresrAesher a 
= i 
fa7= y 
Med ( . a 


MURDERED ... YOUR ... LAST 
YOU'LL NEVER... GET.. 
THE CHANCE ... AGAIN ! 





AAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHH 


FROM FOLLOWING HIS DOOMED ENEMY... 
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8 
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Pd 
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a 
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> 
3 
Zz 
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SAVED Mc 





HOW DID 
YOU GET THIS 
THING GOING, BARNEY ? 
I DIDN'T SEE ANY 
IGNITION 


NEVER MIND 
THE COMPUTER ! LET’S 
US BLOW OUT OF HERE ! % 
COME ON ! | REMEMBER WHAT DO 
SEEING THE COUNT’S YOU THINK | WAS 
‘ CAR OUTSIDE |! DOING UNDER THE 
BONNET ? ANY GUY WHO 


STARTLED SENTRIES ON THE ROAD FROM THE CASTLE, RECOGNISING THE COUN’ 
UNCERTAIN AS TO WHAT WAS HAPP! 


eS 


Va 
mS 


ae e: N ey 
DS 


IS IT THE .. 
ARRGHH ! 





THE GARRISON IN GELSTARDT WERE ON THEIR 
WAY TO THE PALACE, BUT THEY DID NOT 


BARNEY DUCKED AS ANGRY LEAD SPRAYED THE 
RACING LIMOUSINE , 


GET VERY FAR... 


A QUICK DIVE UNDER THE 
DASHBOARD TO SWITCH OFF 
THE ANTI-THEFT CUTOUT, 
AND AWAY THEY ROARED... 


“ as ( 
RY\ \ » 
HECK ! THERE GOES 
OUR ENGINE | JUST AS 
WELL WE’VE STILL 
GOT A TRUCK! 


JUST LIKE | SAID, 
THEY'RE JUST AMATEURS 1 
'D HAVE THOUGHT THOSE 
GOONS WOULD'VE TAKEN OUT 
THE ROTOR ARM OR SOMETHING 
TO REPEAT ... THIS IS 


BARNEY | REMEMBER 
WHAT HAPPENED THE 
LAST TIME YOU 
SAID THAT f 





AS BARNEY GEAR-CHANGED THE GIANT TRUCK OUT OF TOWN... 


ZB 
HEY | THERE'S 
AVEHICLE OF = 


SOME KIND COMING 
DOWN THE HILL ROAD 
TO THE PALACE! IT’S £ 
MOVING FAST, 


ABOVE THE RUSHING WHINE OF A HIGH-PERFORMANCE LE 
ENGINE. CAME COUNT DORADO’S SCREECHES OF FURY... 


SOL DE 


it 


‘ AGUNONIT! ESze 


AND IT’S GAINING BE FASTER | 
ON US EVERY Se CLOSE UP! 
SECOND | START TAKING 





FROM THE MUZZLE OF THE STRANGE GUN CAM 
A FLASH 02 AS BLINDING AS PHOSPHORUS 


BARNEY I 
SWERVE! 


] ADAZZLING BEAM MISSED THE SKIDDING FREIGHTER BY INCHE! 
STRUCK A DERELICT BUT STILL-STURDY SHEPHERD'S HUT 


Ui 
in 


{Litseo 


‘THE DISINTEGRATOR ! 
THE COUNT'S DISCOVERY 
THAT SCARFACE WAS 
TELLING US ABOUT 
THEY'RE SHOOTING 
AT US WITH THE 
DISINTEGRATOR I 





FISKE ISN'T GOING 
TO LIKE WHAT I'M 
GOING TO DO... BUT 
IT'S GOT TO A 
BE DONE! 


eee AND KEEP 
WEAVING HER ABOUT f IF 
ONE OF THOSE BEAMS HITS 
US... WE'RE GOING TO 
BECOME JUST A BIG PIECE 
OF TRAVELLING 
NOTHING ! 





THE COUNT’S EYES GLEAMED AS HE SAW THE TRUCK 
START TO TURN ... [== 
67” SLOW DOWN, DRIVER | WHEN 
THEY GET ROUND THE BEND... 
HANG ON, THEY'LL BE BROADSIDE ON TO 
BARNEY | WE'LL BE p US | WE CAN'T. KISS THEN 1_@ 
. TAKING THE BEND = 
ANY HOHENT 1 


ies 


» Wa 


mal 





SUDDEN FEAR WIPED THE VICIOUS SHILE FROM THE FACE OF DORADO... 


7 Up fifiZ VEE 
AK YY ps 
gone \ ; 


\ 





Gf 


YUM ELL 
LY 
BIULL: 


FRANTICALLY, THE GUNNER AIMED AT THE ROCKETING 
TRAILER, JUST AS HIS DRIVER DESPERATELY SWUNG 
THE WHEEL... os hen : 


‘NO! KEEP 
IT STEADY f 
I'M GOING TO woe 
UUUUHHH t 
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/O 


?. 

. 
“4 
Vay g re: 


GRIEF! 
WHAT WAS THAT 
STUFF ? 


BEHIND THEM, THE SUMMIT OF MIDAS MOUNTAIN 
WAS WREATHED IN FLAME: 


‘ NO HORE PALACE! 
NO MORE COMPUTER ! NO MORE 
COUNT DORADO! NO MORE INSTANT. 
DISINTEGRATORS 6 


0 MORE 


ONLY 
TROUBLE IS... 
NOW I'VE GOT TO FUNNY 
GO BACK AND FACE THING | 1 KNOW 
EDGAR FISKE! ANDI JUST WHAT YOU'RE 
KNOW JUST WHAT GOING TO SAY, 
HE'S GOING TO TOO! 
SAYS 


SCARFACE { IN OTHER 


WORDS ... MISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED § 


THE FOLLOWING EVENING, BARNEY SAWYER 
PARKED HIS BATTERED, TRAILER-LESS 
DIESEL ... AND FACED THE WRATH OF HIS 
BUSINESS PARTNER. - 


THAT'S WHAT 
1 KNEW HE WAS GOING 
TO SAY 1 


LOOK AT IT! WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN ? IF IT HADN'T 
BEEN FOR ME THIS FIRM WOULD HAVE COME TO A 

STOP 1 YOU... YOU'RE IRRESPONSIBLE | YOU DON’T 
DESERVE TO BE THE OWNER OF A BUSINESS LIKE THIS... 





BARNEY HEAVED A GIANT-SIZED SIGH, THEN GRINNED BROADLY... 


YOU'RE RIGHT, EDGAR ! 
1'M TURNING IT IN} PM 
GIVING YOU THE WHOLE SHOOT { 
T'M RESIGNING AND I'M 
GOING WITH MAC... BACK” 
AND INTO THE ARMY ! 
THAT'S. WHAT 
KNEW YOU WOULD SAY ! 
WELCOME BACK TO 
THE MOB, SERGEANT 
SAWYER ! 




















Published each month by IPC Magazines Ltd., Fleetway House, Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. 
Printed by Fleetway Printers, 17 Sumner Street, London, S.E.1. Subscription Rate: £1.14.0 for 24 
numbers, 17/- fer 12 numbers. Sole Agents: Australia and New Zealand, Gordon & Gotch, Ltd.; South 
Africa, Central News Agency, Ltd.; Rhodesia, Zambia and Malawi, Kingstons, Ltd. ACTION PICTURE 
Lisrary is sold subject to the following conditions, that it shall not, without the written consent of 
the Publishers first given, be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise disposed of by way of Trade at 
more than the recommended selling price shown on the cover; and that it shall not be lent, resold, 
hired out or otherwise disposed of in a mutilated condition, or in any unauthorised cover by way of 
Trade; or affixed to or as part of any publication or advertising, literary or pictorial matter whatsoever. 


Tough...Dramatic... 


ps Eh te 


ALSO ON SALE NOW 





No. 1 
WILDCAT 


: a They came to discover oil 
a and found themselves 
| involved in an eerie 
mystery among the peaks 
of the Himalayas... 


* 


Two Action-Packed Issues Every Month! 
MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPIES—ORDER THEM TODAY! 


jam-packed with 
super picture storie; 
of war on land, 

sea and in the air 
the space age 

and the rough, tough, 
fightin’ West 

also a sensational 
soccer story and 

lots of laugh features 


Out Now only o 


for this giant-size package 
of thrills and fun 


HURRY FOR YOUR 
COPY TODAY! 





